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and likeness. This kinship is the basis of intercourse
and fellowship, intellectual and otherwise, between God
and man. The practical demands and "catholic inter
ests " of man therefore include his intellect as well as his
moral nature. We do not know fully of course. The rea
son has not" searched out the Almighty unto perfection. "
But it knows him really. This is not the place of course
to dwell upon the question how infinity is ascribed to God
or how the human mind attains to that idea.

E. Y. MULLINS.

Old Testament Prophecy.

By the late A. B. Davidson, D.D., LL.D., Litt.D., Professor of Hebrew,
New College, Edinburgh. Edited by J. A. Paterson, D.D., Professor
'Of Hebrew, New College, Edinburgh. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 38
George Street. New York: Chas. Scribner's Sons, 153-157 Fifth Avenue.
1903.

The present writer first heard of A. B. Davidson when,
in the fall of 1882, he undertook the study of Hebrew un
der the brilliant G. 'V. Riggan. The text-book for begin
ners was Davidson's Introductory Hebrew Grammar, a
manual which has passed through many editions and
guided the studies of thousands of theological students.
The sincere respect inspired by that first acquaintance
with the work of this distinguished Hebraist has deepened
with the passing years. Dr. Davidson's commentaries on
Job and Ezekiel in the Cambridge Bible for Schools and

.Colleges are perhaps the best in that excellent series.
In brief compass they give English readers the results
of profound and accurate scholarship and the finest ex
egetical insight. Davidson's Hebrew Syntax, which ap
peared in 1894, is a worthy companion to his Introduc
tory Hebrew Grammar. The student who masters these
manuals is ready for Hebrew exegesis.

Dr. Davidson did not publish as much through the
years as his many admirers could have wished. Occa
sional articles in the Expositor and other journals re-

 at UNIV OF PENNSYLVANIA on June 14, 2015rae.sagepub.comDownloaded from 

http://rae.sagepub.com/


Book Reviews. 251

vealed such a wealth of Biblical learning, such sanity of
view and such a firm grasp upon the great verities of
Revelation that Old Testament students were hungry for
more from this Nestor of Hebrew learning. Moreover
there were echoes of the remarkable lectures delivered
from year to year in the New College. It was known that
A. B. Davidson was the peer of any living Old Testament
scholar.

Since the lamented death of Professor Davidson in
January, 1902, the treasures hid away in his desk have
been rapidly coming to light in attractive volumes. In
addition to "Literary and Theological Essays" two
series of sermons have been published, the first entitled
"The Called of God," and the second "Waiting Upon
God. " These sermons are rich in exegetical insight,
profound in knowledge of God and man and attractive'
in literary style. The preacher's message abides in the
mind to bless the life. Had Dr. Davidson entered the pul
pit instead of the class-room, he might have taken rank
with Alexander Maclaren.

The elaborate and informing article on Prophecy in
Hastings' Bible Dictionary is from Dr. Davidson's pen.
He also wrote on Angels, Covenant, Eschatology of the
Old Testament and God.

Toward the close of 1903, Professor Paterson published
Dr. Davidson's lectures on Old Testament Prophecy.
Then all men could understand why the students of New
College spoke in such glowing terms of the effect of these
lectures on their thinking. Professor Paterson's opening
sentence whets the reader's appetite for the coming feast:
"Old Testament Prophecy was Dr. Davidson's favourite
study; and the final results of forty years' strenuous
thinking on this profoundly interesting subject are con
tained in the present volume."

Many peculiar features go to make this the most inter
esting and readable of all the extensive works on
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Prophecy. Nor do we exclude from comparison the elo
quent lectures of W. Robertson Smith, the brilliant ex
ponent of Radical Criticism, and Professor A. F. Kirk
patrick's excellent volume on "The Doctrine of the
Prophets."Dr. Davidson is the best representative elf
the criticism which seeks to glean from the researches
of thoroughgoing critics in Germany and elsewhere all
that is true, while at the same time holding with firm
grasp the essential doctrines of the Christian faith. He
is so fair and sympathetic in his statement of the views
of the radicals and of the conservatives that both sides
are disposed to claim him, radical critics rejoicing that he
accepts the principles and canons of the most fearless
criticism, and conservative scholars rejoicing that he
teaches with such ability the doctrine of the supernat
ural in the Old Testament. While magnifying the human
element in the religion of Israel, he believes thoroughly
that Jehovah appeared to Abraham, and that the true
prophets received their messages from God.

The literary style of these lectures is characterized
by simplicity, perspicuity and directness. Though
freighted with thought, each sentence is perfectly clear,
and the reader is drawn forward from sentence to sen
tence and from one paragraph to another, his interest
never flagging for a moment. Epigrams flash from al
most every page, and yet there is no evidence of striving
for effect.These brilliant compressed statements of truth
are the result of a lifetime of strenuous thinking and of
repeated efforts to give the most perfect expression to
the truth about God and salvation. Perhaps the closing
paragraph of the lecture on the Servant of the Lord ex
presses Dr. Davidson's mature conviction of the impor
tance of cultivating vigor and brilliancy of style. "The
writers of Scripture certainly do not despise literary
splendour, nor do they consider is superfluous, much less
injurious. Their whole minds, intellect, and imagination
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are consecrated to God, and inspired by Him. The Scrip
tures, besides being the word of God, are splendid crea
tions of mind; and perhaps in our religious compositions
we might with advantage keep the example of the 'proph
ets before us, for they show us that truth may be allied
with the highest literary power and brilliancy without
any detriment to the truth."

Dr. Davidson quotes from the Bible quite frequently,
often giving a new translation of the Hebrew and always
placing the words of Scripture in such a setting that their
import is clear. Only once, so far as we have observed,
does he burden the reader with the labor of looking up
a series of references. No doubt this insertion of the
words of Scripture was primarily for the convenience
of the lecturer; it certainly ministers to the convenience
of the reader.

Professor Davidson seldom quotes from other scholars,
though every lecture gives evidence of the wide reading
that lies back of it. He dealt with ideas on their own mer
its, quite apart form the personalities that always in
trude when an author's views are quoted and criticised.

Dr. Davidson first treats of prophecy as a factor in
human history and then as the dominating factor in
Israel '8 history from the time of Moses onwards. "The
history of Israel is a history of prophecy." Dr. David
son does not accept in all details the critical theory as
to the composition of the Pentateuch, but he concedes far
more to Wellhausen than conservative scholars deem
wise. The history of the rise and development of proph
ecy in Israel is sketched by our author with the bold
strokes of a master of history and of the art of expres
sion. He regards the period of the Judges as the creative
epoch of historical Israel. There followed another crea
tive period when Samuel came on the scene. The rela
tion of the prophets to the State in the different periods
is thus described: "Samuel and the great prophets Eli-
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jah and Elisha interfered directly in the government of
the State; the former because in his day there was no
king, and the latter because the kingship had become cor
rupt, and threatened, as in the case of Ahab, to destroy
the fundamental principles of the constitution. But from
Elisha downwards the prophets withdraw, in the main,
from party strife. They no longer head revolutions. It
began to appear to them that the State, as such, was hope
lessly corrupt and must be destroyed; and so their inter
est in one king as against another ceases. They fall back
entirely on moral means. They address the people as a
whole. Such men as Isaiah and Jeremiah still give coun
sel to kings, but they never head political movements, or
ally themselves with parties. From Amos downwards
the prophets employ exclusively speech and writing."

The prophet is defined briefly as "a speaker to men
from God." "He could not be a prophet unless he spake
to men; he could not be a prophet unless he spake from
God."

Dr. Davidson presents a practically exhaustive discus
sion of the prophetic state and the phophetie style. "There
was a connection between the Spirit of God and the mind
of the prophet, but the connection was miraculous, and
so evades definition. What is capable of definition only
is the condition of the prophet." As to inspiration, Dr~
Davidson, after weighing the arguments pro and con,
states as the natural and proper conclusion, "we feel
satisfied of the supernaturalness of the whole manifes
tation. "

In explanation of the vivid pictures of nature as sym
pathizing in all her parts with man, Professor Davidson
writes: "The great conception of the Old Testament is
that the world is a moral constitution. Behind the physi
cal world is God, a free, conscious, moral being; on this
side of it, and over it, is man, another free, moral being.
The world is but the means of their intercourse." Hence
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the world rejoices in man's redemption and falls into dis
solution in man's destruction under God's wrath.

Theological definition comes easy to Professor David
son. "An allegory is a fiction that teaches a moral
truth. A symbol is a fact that teaches a moral truth. A
type is a fact that teaches a moral truth and predicts
some actual realisation of that truth," How is this for a
description of criticism' "All criticism is really an ap
plication of the principles of common sense by a person
provided with the requisite knowledge of facts."

Dr. Davidson argues for two Isaiahs, and with much
fairness and cogency. He tries to parry the argument
drawn from the complete disappearance of all trace of
Deutero-Isaiah by recalling the fact that the author of
Job is unknown. He says, "In Hebrew literature there
is a very strange and impressive impersonality." But
this impersonality is not characteristic of the prophets,
whose personal history is interwoven with their mes
sages. The arguments for the unity of Isaiah have not
been effectually disposed of by Professor Davidson.

Messianic Prophecy receives full treatment in these
lectures. He regards the Servant of the Lord as "Israel
according to its idea, " "an ideal being, inner Israel in the
heart of the phenomenal or actual Israel.' Delitzsch's
illustration of the pyramid as representing the varying
uses of the word servant in Isaiah 40-66 seems better.j-
at the base Israel as a nation, higher up the pious kernel,
the spiritual Israel, at the apex the second Israel, an in
dividual.

This is a book to study. The author would not have de
sired the acceptance of its opinions solely on the authority
of his great name.

JOH'N R. SAMPEY.
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